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Annual General Meeting 2015
Minutes

Representatives from the Saturday school came to talk to the meeting about the school that is every 
Sat in the community centre 

Chairs Report. 
Chris thanked the TRA for all the work they had done this year.

 We held a public meeting with the head of City Heights Academy, to give residents a chance
to voice their concerns.

 We persuaded local councillors, elections candidates Chuka Umunna MP to complain about 
the atrocious state of lighting in the high trees estate.

 We had a public meeting to advise leaseholders on their right.
 We ran a campaign to open Maskall close youth facilities, and this was successful in getting 

them opened.
 We had a new logo designed by two pupils from Fenstanton.
 We persuaded Metropolitan to repair Abbotts Park pavement and the Kynaston House door.
 And the Fun day members of the TRA helped to support and organise, was covered by the 

South London Press.

Full details of all this is on the website www.stmartins.wordpress.com/who-are-we

We need more people to ensure we can do even more next year.

Treasurer’s report
Was read by Terry Curtis. All money that was spent was personal money that members paid out as 
Metropolitan has not been forth coming with £1500 that they agreed give the TRA the only money 
that was given was a start-up fee of £150.
Benedicta from Metropolitan has promised to look into this.

The meeting then dispersed into groups for twenty minutes, to look at four area that was agreed by 
the meeting and fed back the findings at the time allotted. The four areas were

● Repairs and lighting.
● Events.

http://www.stmartins.wordpress.com/who-are-we


● Leaseholders service charges.
● Parking

Repairs and lighting.
 It was felt that even though some improvement had been seen that it was not enough and 

that as a year had passed since our meeting with Brian Johnson, as it was approaching a year
since that meeting   he should be invited back along with the Chuka Umunna MP, Brian 
Johnson at that meeting last year, he promised they would be repaired by February.

 Stephen has done great work mapping the broken lights in High Trees.  We need to roll it out
to other parts of the estate.  Can anyone help

Events 
 Discussion around planning a year in advance deciding what events we wanted to host and 

planning at the beginning of the year.
 Funding is looking at different strands and applying for everything because most bids are 

not successful, you have to keep applying.
 It was also said that when consultations are going on that if you invite them to an event so 

they can consult that they will give some donations to the event.
 Linking with other groups to source funding.
 It was agreed that training on applying for bids would be an asset.

Parking in the estate.

The parking in and around St Martin’s Estate breaks down into two categories:

1) General parking – which includes Landlords and Lambeth (High Trees main road). We need to 
ask for a breakdown of the parking zones from Metropolitan and also establish Lambeth 
responsibilities.

2) School drop off

General

Again this breaks down into two groups:

Resident Parking – part of the problem of lack of spaces leads to;

Commuter parking

Resident Parking

Metropolitan as landlords carried out a consultation on St Martin’s regarding parking spaces and 
abandoned vehicles. Metropolitan suggested for residents keeping their free parking spaces. 
Visitors, however, would require a permit that residents would purchase. The fee suggested for a 
book of ten visitor permits would be £1 per permit (£10 per book). Forty people attended and 74% 
of residents voted against this suggestion. The question here is to enjoy any form of parking patrol it
will come at a cost – so the discussion should be:

a) Can we find a solution that incurs no cost to resident or landlord?

b) How much could be considered reasonable to residents?

c) Is there merit in discussing a waiver for care workers or those who have to visit daily, for any 
good reason, for persons who cannot afford daily permits?



d) How would we identify a resident vehicle, (a yearly permit perhaps always displayed), for a low 
cost to the landlord, and maybe resident, to establish those who are wrongfully parked?

e) A resident also made a point for discussion regarding double yellow lines newly placed by 
Lambeth on Tulse Hill. This now stops any form of delivery being carried out, as there is no other 
access or parking facilities. It was suggested that perhaps part of the frontage of Worthington House
could be adopted for one or two vehicles to access including emergency services?

Commuter

a) The discussion here is how do we find a way to protect resident parking space from transient 
commuters, especially if residents will not pay for any kind of patrol service? Should we peer other 
estates and councils perhaps to try and break our mould of apathy of ideas? Is there adequate 
signage around the estate stating resident parking only

The Head of the Academy has said that there are a limited number of parking spaces at the 
Academy for his teachers and has mentioned his teachers do not park on the estate. This apparently 
has been witnessed not to be the case.

School Drop Off

We have already established that the Fenstanton Head and the TRA agree there is a bottleneck 
problem casing health and safety issues to St Martin’s Estate during school drop off and pick up 
times. Both pollution and dangerous parking are equally relevant. However, it seems that any 
solution now lies with Lambeth taking control. I am led to believe a one-way system seems to be 
favoured by councillors, heads of schools and residents?

Action Plan

Firstly the TRA should lead on this with the support of Metropolitan in the guise of Benedicta. 
Benedicta has agreed to keep an open mind as to finding solutions. It could well be that we could 
take some of her ideas and with the help of Lambeth and High Trees find a way to morph them into 
a more resident suitable resolve.

It is therefore suggested to arrange a meeting with the appropriate Lambeth highways and byways 
bod, Heads of Schools, representatives of the TRA and High Trees to discuss current parking 
problems.

We would break the discussion down into the various categories so not to cause confusion with the 
debate. We do need to identify who is responsible for areas and roads before the meeting takes 
place.

When we invite the other parties we should have concise vision of the problems along with who is 
responsible and a suggestion of all working together to find a resolve.

Leaseholders Issues.
Two issues came up. The first relates to transparency. Metropolitan currently give leaseholders a 
one page summary of what their service charge pays for, but doesn't go into detail. They need to go 
into detail so leaseholders know if their services are value for money.

The second issue relates to the management fee Metropolitan charge to cover things like the call 
centre. When Metropolitan took over the estate they promised the management fee would never be 
more than 10% of the total service charge. It's now much more.

The group mentioned the Leaseholder Advisory Service. They're good, but you need a specific issue



if you want to go to them. Either of the above issues might be issues we could campaign on with the
help of the Leaseholder Advisory Service.

Committee Elections
Elections of the committee. Hosted by Margaret from High Trees.
Chris Blake.
Terry Curtis.
Tracey Williams.
Stephen Kearney.
Terry Fleming.
Natalie Reid.

ENDS

 


