
““I’m setting up a project to 

teach primary school chil-

dren to play football.  The 

teachers will be teenagers, 

not adults.  The young 

teachers get to share their 

skills and gain a recog-

nised Football Association 

qualification.  But we can’t 

do any of this unless the 

Dip Site is open  

- Randle Beckford  
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The Dip Site Youth Facilities 

Campaign for Youth Centre 

The TRA has played a key role in the campaign to get the 
Christchurch Road youth and leisure facilities open to every-
one. 

We presented a petition to the council meeting on 22nd July.  
The petition called on the facilities to be open to the local 
community.  The petition was signed by over 400 people. 

The new youth and leisure facilities were built as part of the 
City Academy, a new school on the St Martins Es-
tate.  Building work was completed in early 2013 and we 
hoped the youth centre would open shortly after.  However, 
local community groups are still unable to access the facili-
ties. 

The site is on Maskall Close, SW2.  It is known locally as the 

“Dip Site”. The TRA continues to campaign for it to be opened 

to residents and local man Randle Beckford plans to set up a 

football school for kids when we succeed. 
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Traffic & Parking 
Many residents have been in touch to complain about parking and traffic 

on the estate, especially near the schools. 

Issues include non-residents parking on the estate and using public 

transport for their onward journeys adding to the problem 

With an estimated 40-50 abandoned vehicles around the estate, many of 

which are to be removed, all of this has combined to create a lack of park-

ing spaces for residents 

However, Metropolitan Housing Trust have proposed a solution which has 

been met with mixed reaction: Controlled Parking. 

Parking Permits for St Martin’s? 

Some believe Controlled Parking, or parking permits, could resolve many 

of the traffic problems on the estate, though others view the proposal with 

suspicion, wary that it could be a way to introduce parking fees for resi-

dents . 

Metropolitan are carrying out a consultation to gain the opinions of locals 

which will inform their decision as to whether the pursue Controlled Park-

ing.   

The TRA takes a neutral view of the proposal but we encourage everyone 

to take part of the consultation. The next meeting is on Thurs 6th August 

at The Scout Hut, 4pm-8pm. 

The TRA will be there so if you can’t be, contacts us so we can raise your 

case. 

Let There Be Light 

Since 2014 one our members, 

has been monitoring the com-

munal lighting in High Trees. 

You can see his latest report 

on our website 

Stephen's hard work had paid 

off.  At the start of January 119 

lights in High Trees were not 

working.  By the start of July 

this was down to 48. 

But this wasn't just due to Ste-

phen's hard work.  It was also 

due to hard campaigning by 

lots of TRA members. 

We've put in individual com-

plaints for every light that 

doesn't work.  We're prepared 

to escalate  

By winter of 2015 we hope to 

have a properly lit High Trees 

that's safe for people to use.  

Then we need to roll out this 

work to other parts of the es-

tate.  If you can help get in 

touch know these complaints to 

the housing ombudsman if nec-

essary. 

 

Lights Out in Morrison House 

Could Parking Permits be introduced to St Martin’s? 



Next Meeting  

With much to do on the 

estate we are hosting 

another meeting for resi-

dents to come together. 

Bring your problems, your 

concerns, your ideas and 

your inspirations. Bring a 

friend.  

But most importantly, 

bring yourself. 

Date: Weds 26th August 

Time: 7pm to 9pm 

Location: Scout Hut on 

High Trees 
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News Round Up 
In addition to the big campaigns the TRA has been fighting hard on other 

issues 

We had a meeting in January to make sure leaseholders know their 

rights:  

We've also been campaigning on repair issues 

We persuaded Metropolitan to fix the security door in Kynaston House 

Metropolitan was appallingly slow cleaning up the sewage in Tebbs 

House, we’ve put in a formal complaint 

Burnell House bins weren’t being properly collected.  We’re in touch with 

the council to get it fixed 

The Rickards Close pavement is in an atrocious state.  We’re campaign-

ing to get it fixed. 

Details of all our repair campaigns are on our website:  

https://stmartinstra.wordpress.com/repairs 



Become a Volunteer! 

Your community needs YOU! 

The TRA is run by volunteers and we need more peo-
ple to come forward to help . 

Secretary: Bernie Ahern;  

T: 07985 385337;  

E: stmartinsresidentslambeth@gmail.com 

@StMartinsTRA;  

https://stmartinstra.wordpress.com 
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We live together by chance, but we are friends by Choice 

Contact Us 

Get in touch to share your concerns, 

ideas and to get involved 

St Martin’s TRA 

 

 07985 385337  

stmartinsresidentslambeth@gmail.com 

 

 

 Visit us on the web at  

https://stmartinstra.wordpress.com/ 

Thanks to Asal and Ruby from Fenstanton School for designing the St Martin’s TRA logo  


